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And in Covetousness He tempted was,
When he shewed Him such riches
And het Him lands, both more and less.
And there through great estate.

But Adam fell through his trespass,

But Christ withstood him through His grace,

For of His Godhead Sathanas

That time was clean deceived.

In the "Conversion of St. Paul/5 a play from the
Digby Mysteries, there is a sermon (Dr. Puraivall says
a dull one) on the Seven Deadly Sins. The Digby
Mysteries were edited by him for the Early English
Text Society, and he puts 1540 as their probable date.
The preacher is the Apostle Paul, who Is called Saulus,
and his sermon brings the play to Its conclusion.

The Lord that is shaper of sea and land

And hath wrought with His word all things at His will,

Save this assembly that here sits or stands,

For His meek mercy that we do not fail.

Grant me, good Lord, Thy pleasure to fulfil

And send me such speech that I the truth say,

My intentions profitable to move, if I may.

Well-beloved friends, there be Seven Mortal Sins
Which are proved principal and princes of poisons;
Pride, that of bitterness all bale begins,
Witholding all faith it feedeth and foysonnes,
As Holy Scripture beareth plain witness,
Inltium omnium peccatorum superbia est^
That often destroyeth both most and least.

Of all vices and folly Pride is the root;
Humility may not reign nor yet endure:
Pity alack! that is flower and helper
Is exiled where Pride hath succour.